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TRIBUTE TO THE LEE COUNTY CO-

ALITION FOR A DRUG-FREE 
SOUTHWEST FLORIDA 

HON. CONNIE MACK 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 12, 2008 

Mr. MACK. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the Lee County Coalition for a Drug- 
Free Southwest Florida for spreading aware-
ness about the dangers of drug use and un-
derage drinking at its second annual Drug 
House Odyssey. Over 10 community agencies 
have partnered with the Coalition to infirm chil-
dren, teenagers and parents about substance 
abuse at this year’s event. Last year’s Drug 
House Odyssey attracted over 3,000 students, 
teachers, and parents, and I’m confident that 
this year’s event in Cape Coral will be an even 
bigger success. 

For nearly 20 years, the Lee County Coali-
tion has educated tons of thousands of stu-
dents in Southwest Florida about substance 
abuse. From school visits to conferences, 
community celebrations to professional coun-
selor training, the Lee County Coalition has 
been empowering teenagers and families to 
make the right choices about drug and alcohol 
use. Their work is just a vital part of what 
makes Southwest Florida a great place to live, 
work and visit. 

The focus of the Lee County Coalition’s an-
nual Drug House Odyssey is prevention: 
teaching children and teenagers about the 
dangers of drugs and alcohol and encouraging 
them to make smart decisions about their 
health. It’s appropriate that this year’s event 
will be held during National Alcohol Aware-
ness Month. The facts are staggering: accord-
ing to a recent Florida Youth Substance 
Abuse survey, over 35 percent of teenagers in 
Lee County have reported using alcohol in the 
last 30 days; nationally, the average is 16 per-
cent. 

That’s why the good work that the Lee 
County Coalition performs every day to help 
children and teenagers make smart decisions 
about drugs and alcohol is so important, and 
why I ardently support their mission. 

Madam Speaker, it is an honor and a privi-
lege to represent the staff and volunteers of 
the Lee County Coalition for a Drug-Free 
Southwest Florida in Congress, and I wish 
them all the best at their second annual Drug 
House Odyssey. 

f 

HONORING DENISE JONES 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 12, 2008 

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in recognition of Denise Jones who was born 
and raised in Brooklyn. Ms. Jones’ commit-
ment to public service originated from her 
mother and role model, Rosalie Jones, who 
showed her the benevolence of charitable 
kindness to others. Her mother is currently a 
retired New York City public school teacher 
who served her community for dedicated thir-
ty-five years. 

Denise Jones started her career in human 
services seventeen years ago working with 

MRDD at Catholic Charities as a per diem 
weekend counselor. Even though she held a 
printing job, she went to work at the Odyssey 
House as a counselor making half the salary. 
She remembers saying that the moment she 
took that job, she knew It was her life’s work. 

Ms. Jones has worked with the following 
agencies: Project Return now known as 
Padilla; FEGS; The Fortune Society; AHRC; 
PSI Samaritan; The Partnership for the Home-
less with the United Way of New York City; 
Innerforce; CAMBA and Ella Place. Denise 
has worked with youth at risk for incarceration, 
substance abuse MICA patients, mentally- 
challenged and ill, ex-offenders, senior citi-
zens, homeless, people that suffer with HIV 
and AIDS. 

She has been honored in the New York 
Nonprofit Press May 2007 issue as ‘‘Hero of 
the Year’’ and by the Elliot Tomlin Foundation 
with the vision award for outstanding commu-
nity service. Denise Jones has marched on 
Washington to represent all the people that 
has died from lack of funding for HIV and 
AIDS research for a cure. Moreover, she is a 
certified rapid HIV tester and has completed a 
WORC program at Columbia University that 
addresses the delivery of vocational services 
for consumers with serious mental health con-
ditions. 

Denise attends a food and hunger con-
ference to support world food aid once a year 
and currently serves Community Board #5 as 
a cabinet member. Dedicating her life to ad-
dressing social problems and assisting in re-
constructing individual lives is Denise Jones’ 
life’s work and even now, she is working as a 
project coordinator on a SPICE pilot program 
to reduce disparities in childbirth through edu-
cation and support services. 

Madam Speaker, it is incumbent upon this 
body to acknowledge Denise Jones’ achieve-
ments and her spirit of volunteerism on behalf 
of the betterment of our community. 
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EMILY BUNGE 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 12, 2008 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Emily Bunge of Saint Jo-
seph, Missouri. Emily is a very special young 
woman who has exemplified the finest quali-
ties of citizenship and leadership by taking an 
active part in the Girl Scouts of America, and 
earning the most prestigious award of Girl 
Scout Gold Award. 

Emily has been very active with her troop, 
participating in many scout activities. In order 
to receive the prestigious Gold Award, Emily 
has completed all seven requirements that 
promote community service, personal and 
spiritual growth, positive values and leadership 
skills. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Emily Bunge for her ac-
complishments with the Girl Scouts of America 
and for her efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Girl Scouts Gold Award. 

TRIBUTE TO JO ANN FORNEY 

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 12, 2008 

Mr. PAYNE. Madam Speaker, I am proud to 
rise today to honor an extraordinary public 
servant, Jo Ann Forney. Ms. Forney has con-
tributed thirty plus years of love and concern 
to her community in East Orange, New Jer-
sey. Prior to attending Rutgers University, Ms. 
Forney worked at Western Electric and at the 
Conmar Zippers Factory as an assembler. 
She also worked at Bell Telephone as a toll 
operator. 

After graduating from Rutgers, Ms. Forney 
became a Family Enabler for Family Life Edu-
cation Center. There she became a substance 
abuse counselor and worked part-time on 
weekends and holidays at Orange Memorial 
Hospital as a switchboard operator. 

Finally, Ms. Forney worked as a social 
worker at United Hospitals and later she be-
came a valued employee of the East Orange 
Board of Education at the Enrollment Center 
for the past 10 years. 

Madam Speaker, I invite my colleagues 
here in the U.S. House of Representatives to 
join me in honoring Ms. Forney as she leaves 
the East Orange Board of Education, and in 
expressing appreciation for her hard work and 
dedication. I am proud to honor Ms. Forney 
and I wish her never-ending success in her fu-
ture endeavors. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO BUSINESS EXECU-
TIVES FOR NATIONAL SECURITY 

HON. IKE SKELTON 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 12, 2008 

Mr. SKELTON. Madam Speaker, let me 
take this opportunity to publicly recognize the 
contributions of Business Executives for Na-
tional Security (BENS). Founded in 1982 by 
business executive and entrepreneur Stanley 
A. Weiss, BENS is guided by the simple no-
tion that America’s security is everybody’s 
business. BENS has become a highly re-
spected national, nonpartisan organization of 
senior executives dedicated to enhancing our 
national security using the successful models 
of the private sector. 

The innovative business-government part-
nerships that BENS has fostered over the past 
two decades are uniquely positioned to help 
meet the new challenges of the 21st century. 
BENS is expanding these public-private part-
nerships into all aspects of homeland secu-
rity—tracking terrorists’ financial assets, secur-
ing the Nation’s ports, and preparing State 
and local governments to deal with cata-
strophic events or terrorist attacks. 

Business Executives for National Security 
has provided decades of distinguished service 
to the Nation through a variety of programs. 
These include advocating for a more modern 
and agile fighting force, safeguarding and de-
stroying nuclear, chemical, and biological 
weapons in the former Soviet Union, and cre-
ating innovative partnerships around the coun-
try in which civic-minded companies volunteer 
their assets and employees to assist local and 
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